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INTRODUCTION.

OfTh'S REVIEW treats generally the meteorological conditions' A destructive flood prevailed in the upper Mississippi river
ba the Tnited States and Canada for May, 1888, and is'dué'mg th(li ﬁI‘Sﬁf and SGSOI;Id g?gﬂges of thle month, causing
sed . ) . e Tt extensive loss of property 1n owns and cities along its
othcupon.the reports of regular and ‘\oluut.al) observers of 'y, 1s'inthe states of Minnesota, Wisconsin, ITowa Missguri
ountries. Descriptions of the storms that occurred over ,,q Illinois. ’ !
D € north Atlantic Ocean are also given, and their approximate ! In the preparation of this REVIEW the following data,
aths shown on chart i, on which also appears the distribution |received up to June 20, 1888, have been used, viz., the
th 1ebergs and fleld-ice and the limits of fog-belts west of 'regular tri-daily weather-charts, containing data of simulta-
%ﬂ fortieth meridian. i neous observations taken at 133 Signal Service stations and 23
non’}‘cept over the northern and central plateau districts and the | Canadian stations, as telegraphed to this office; 177 monthly
Ceedl Pacific coast region, where the mean temperatures ex-| journals and 175 monthly means from the former and 23
avered the normal from 2°to 5°, the month was colder than the 'montbly means from the latter : 352 monthly registers from
grea, o0 May in all parts of the United States, the region of ; voluntary observers; 60 monthly registers from United States
val est deficiency of temperature being the upper Mississippi | Army post surgeons; marine records; international simulta-
ley y Where the means ranged from 6° to 9° below the normal. jneous observations; marine reports through the co-operation
V.ol rainfall for May was largely deficient in the Rio Grande |of the Hydrographic Office, United States Navy, and the “New
€y, extreme northwest, and on the Pacific coast; it was'York Herald Weather Service;” monthly weather reports from
slope elow the average in Florida, the lower lakes, middle|the local weather services of Alabama, Arkansas, Colorado,
cien. and middle and northern platean districts, but the de-| Illinois, Indiana, Kansas, LQ“‘Slgll&, Michigan, Minuesota,
" cies in these latter districts were less marked than in those | Mississippi, Missouri, Nebraska, Nevada, New England, New
lamed. In New Eugland, the middle Atlantic and east|Jersey, North Carolina, Ohio, Oregon, Pennsylvania, South
0rth$§ates, the upper Mississippi and Missouri valleys, and : Carolina, and Teunessee, and the Central Pacific Railway
raiy f‘flllu slope there was a large excess over the nvemgelCOIIt?pany; trustworthy newspaper extracts, and special re-
4 : ports.

ATMOSPHERIC PRESSURE (expressed in inches and hundredths).

% The distribution of mean pressure for May, 1888, determined | nearly the whole country, the decrease being most marked

oI the tri-daily telegraphic observations of the Signal Ser- | over the regiou from the Great Lakes to the Gulf of Mexico.

ofce’ol()s shown by isobarometric lines on chart ii. The isobar [ A YOy slight increase is shown over the Gulf of Saint Law-
00, showing the regi " greatest 1 " pressure for | rence

M Y, ) g the regions of gres nean pressare BAROMETRIC RANGES.

A 883 extends along the Atlantic coast from Florida to e ) ' )
e, 30 80tla, ‘the station reporting the maximum mean press- The monthly barometric ranges at the various Signal Service
¥t o, 4, belllg_ Hatteras, N.C. In all other regions covered |stations are also given In the table of miscellaneous meteoro-
tlio Observations the mean pressure was below 30.00, with ' logical data. The ranges, as usual, conform to the general
her Ception of a single station, viz., Tatoosh Island, Wash., vule; that is, they increase with the Iapmude and decrease
m he mean Jjust reached that tigure. The region of mini- slightly, though somewhat 1_rregu1a-rly, with in‘creasmg longi-
anqg p{nean pressure embraces the southern Rocky Mountain |tude. In the states bordering vun the Atlantic the extreme
' illteau districts, where the pressure falls below 29.85. ranges were .33 at Key West, Fla.,and .61 at Block Island, R,
nal gonolartures from the normal pressure at the various Sig- I.; between the eighty-fifth and one hundredth meridians, .36
eteorgim? stations ave given in the table of miscellancous|at Galveston, Tex., and 105 at Marquette, Mlph.;\ eastern
Shoyg aoglca.l data. Comparison with the normal pressure slope of the Rocky Mountmns,‘ .46 at Fort Davis, Tex., and
“Ceptioy, d.eﬁc'eﬂcy in all parts of the country, with the ex-|1.01 at Denver, Colo. ; plateau region, .35 at Fort Grant, Ariz.,
Mayit of the extreme northwest, New England, and the |and .77 at Fort Bridger, Wyo.; PﬂCl{iccoast, .28 at San Diego,
Cesg me Provinces of Canada, where there was a slight ex-| Cal., and .60 at Portland, Oregon. The ranges for this month
to .foggggaug less than .05. The deficiencies range from .05 over the whole country differ but slightly from the normal.
may about one-half of the entire conntry, being most |
for Eeg on the north Pacific coast. While the mean pl%ssure[ AREAS OF HI(.}H PRESSURE.
Dl'ecedinmonth was for the most part below the normal, the| Tive well-defined areas of ligh pressure were observed dur-
Dreggy € month was characterized by unusually high mean |ing the month of May, three of which approached the north
southwest, and, after being retarded

1‘ 4 . g0 o
The gox er nearly the whole country. | Pacific coast from west to :
atest pressure was near the coast line,

Showg tal‘Ometric means of April and May, 1888, compared, | while the centre of gre ar ¢ 1 I
e latter to range .10 to .20 below the former over,moved to the eastward of the Rocky Mountains in a direction




